Know

270C4;08=4F44:4=3

FTWPeT^daThT^]

Rose-Marie Jackson
Qh4[PX]T>º2^]]^a

C74BC0C

In Britain, breast reduction
operations for men rose
80 percent in the last year,
making it the fastestgrowing cosmetic
procedure in the country.
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elementary school, but already she’s grappling with how to
teach them about safe sex. That’s because they’re growing up in
the Northwest Territories, where the rate of sexually transmitted infections is nine time the national average.
So last fall, the Yellowknife Catholic Schools trustee braved
controversy and pushed to give girls access to the human papillomavirus vaccine in schools. HPV is the cause of almost all
cervical cancers; each year, some 1,300 new cases of the cancer
are diagnosed in Canada, and nearly 400 women die of the
disease. The Gardasil vaccine, most effective when offered to
girls aged 9 to 13, protects against strains responsible for about
70 percent of cervical cancers. The public school board had
agreed to help the health department and allow the shots. But
the 38-year-old former school teacher admits, “I knew, being in
a Catholic board, this was going to really polarize people.”
Jackson insists this isn’t a strictly religious debate: The
Catholic Medical Association states that preventing disease
is an act of moral good, regardless of how it’s spread. Still, her
motion was defeated 5-2, with trustees citing safety concerns
rather than faith-based objections. Undeterred, Jackson is
hoping to raise the issue next year before a new slate of trustees.
“We are publicly funded, so there should be a level of cooperation with the department of health,” she says. “Let’s let parents
make these decisions for their own children.”
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